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Welcome to
Swaledale Class!



T would like to welcome you to Swaledale Class for the next
aCademicC year. It is niCe to welcome some Children baCk into
the Class agaih as Year ¢s ahd to welcome all of the Year 3
children who have moved from Cotswold this year and some
hew Children to the school.

We will be working very hard with your children over the hext
year and encouraging them to achieve the best they possibly
Cah both in terms of the Curriculum and in their personal
development.

1 will be teaching full time in Swaledale and Mrs Reece will be
working alongside me to support Children’s learning.

1 have put this little booklet together tO hopefully provide
much of the information that you will heed. There are a few
Changes from last Year! [.et me Khow if you find it useful (or
not) and if ] heed to add anything hext time.

Mrs Goadby



TReading

TReading is key to succeeding
as they say! Some Children are {
already competent readers, ]
others are developing their
sKills. Qur aim is to foster a love Of reading with all Children,
whatever their ability or interests. e will endeavour to hear
your Child read in SChool at least onCe a week, usually as part
Of a guided group, which provides children with the
Opportuhity to disCuss a text with their peers. T Khow some
parents would prefer 1;1 reading, but please remember that
there are 33 Children at the moment, SO if we were to hear
them individually for 10 minutes each per week, this would
equate to 5%, hours a week (a sChool day!) There may be times
when your child isn’t heard at all or some Children may need
extra reading sessions. e keep a record of when children
read and who to, SO We Will try to ensure they are heard as
often as possible. During a reading session, we listen to the
Children read and disCuss features of the text and ask them
questions about their book. Tt really is hot just about fluency
and the ability to decode words, but much more about the
understanding Of the text that we |00k at ahd the technicCal
side of reading too. TAJe may also |ook at spelling patterns and
punctuation in the text too.

We all have our own likes and dislikes,
SO if You find your child is stuck with
a really long book that they are hot




diary and we will get them to swap it.

Please bear with us during these first weeks as we get to Khow
the appropriate reading level for each child. Also, please do
not compare your child to another child in Class. [et them
progress at their own rate! It is hot a racCe to get through the
different reading levels and this Canh sometimes have a hegative
effect on their learning and enjoyment of reading. You may
Find your child stays on onhe |evel for quite a [onhg time as they
deepen their reading skills, espeCially as the books they read get
longer.

Children are responsible for changing their books once they
have read them and written it in their diaries. They Cah Change
their boOKs as soon as theyve finished them—they just heed to
ask Mrs Reece, who will check they have been read and ask the
Children to go ahd Choose a hew book.

How you can help at home:

* Hear your child read as often as
possible at home. We reward
Children who have read at |east 3
times a week at home; successful
Children read everyday. Please
ensure that you let us khow by
sighing their diaries. They Can
write it in themselves, but you heed t0 Sigh to agree with
their reading. Reading Can incClude things they've been
reading at home and doesn't always have to be their
school reading book.




* Don’t restrict them to just reading stories! [et them
Choose from a Variety of genres inCluding non-fictionh and
poetry. ComiCs ahd magazines are great for reluCtant
readers.

* Let them see you reading! TRecipes, instruction books,
hewspapers, Sighposts, menus etC. ASK them to help you.

* Share a book. Children of all ages enjoy being read to.
Make it a regular part Of your routine. It’s also a great
waY for Children to access books that may be a bit too
triCKy t0 read on their own and gives them an opportunity
t0 see how you read, using punctuation, expression and
enthusiasm! Tt alsO exposes them to a higher |evel of
vocCabulary.

* A trip to the library
is great as you Cah
see which type of
pbooks they are
drawn to and it
doesn't Cost a penny!

* A list Of things You Canh ask your child about their book is
stuck in their diary. Discussing the book is just as
important as hearing them read.

* Lastly, but most important of all, make sure they don’t see
reading as a chore, but as something enjoyable.

Writing

Qur English lessons combine reading, writing ahd speakinhg and




listening. Your child will be given regular hahdwriting lessons
t0 develop Ccorrect |etter formation and to develop a joinhed
handwriting style.

When we talk about their writing however, we are hot just
talking about their handwriting skills. The children will be
taught a Variety Of sKills which will improve all aspects of
writing from content, text structure, spelling, punctuation and
grammar. The children Will be taught the CorreCt terminology
for different grammatiCal features, some of whiCh you may hot
have heard sinCe your sChool days! The new Curriculum puts
more etmphasis on spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG).

Qver the course of the year, we will be |ooking at a range of
texts and the Children Will have regular writing sessions,
inCluding extended writing sessions, where they apply the skKills
they have |earnt into some independent writing.

How you can help at home:
* Encourage children to hold their penhcCil correctly.

* Let them type onto @ Computer or an iPad. Sometimes a
child who finds hahdwriting difficult produces amazing
pieces of writing like this.

* ASK them to write s’ ' ' ?
your shopping list ‘ lu‘ or

a hote.

Spelling

Probably one of the things that we get asked about most at



Parents’ Evening is spellings!

We will be sending home spelling lists every week, with spellings
linked to the spelling rules we are |earhing and from the Y3 and
Y4 word list. Year ¢ are expected to learh them all and Y3, aim
for 5 words from the list eaCh week.

To help with learning their spellings, Children will have a spelling
book with a pracCtise sheet and some ideas for learhing their
spellings. Children who complete tasks at home will be
rewarded with housepoints.

How you can help at home:

* A list of Y3/¢ spellings is stuck into your child’s diary. This
iS useful to work on at home.

* 1 have also stuck Y2 words in as some children might need
€0 WOork oh these g little more first.

* There are some great apps aVvailable such as Squeebles,
for learning spellings.

* Don’t expect every word to be spelt correctly, but help
your child to check their work and correct spellings that
you would expect them to spell correctly.

Maths

We will have a daily maths lesson and the
Curriculum gives us a much greater
focus on developing and deepening
humber skills. It is not always about




using the biggest numbers, but about having a sound grasp of
those basiC humber skills. Qur daily maths lessons will inClude
mental maths and we aim to make maths as pracCtiCal and as fun
as we Cah, while helping your child develop the recording of
their maths too. The three main areas we teach are fluency,
problem solving and reasoning.

If your child is achieving well, rather thah moving on to the
following year group’s work we will encourage more in-depth
and investigative work to allow a greater mastery and
unhderstanding of concCepts and ideas. Ih fact, this is how the
Case with all areas of the curriculum.

How you can help at home:

* Number Bonds! Practise humber bonds with your child
(up t0 200). Rapid recCall of these humbers, eg5 + 9 = 14,
SO 50+90 =140, helps Children signhificantly. A great way to
pass a few minutes Of a Car journey! [etthem test you
t00!

" Times Tables—once secure with multiplication ¢ division
facts for 2, 5 and 10 multiplication tables, Year 3 Children
will move onto 3, ¢ and 8; Year ¢ will cover all tables up to
12 X 12. Try the Hit the Button game which you Cah find
online. Year ¢ will be sitting a computer based hational
test in June this year, SO Sames such as
this would be highly beneficCial. Children
will be tested weekly.

* Encourage your child to help pay for
items at @ Shop to give them pracCtical




experience of using money—it’s almost becoming a thing
Of the past as we paY for our goods using a Card or online,
SO Often comes Up as ah area children struggle with.

* Help them with learning to tell the time oh ah ahalogue
Clock t0 the hearest 5 mihutes and oh 12 ahd 2¢ hour
digital clocks. PILLEASE!

* Don’t sit With a |0ad of maths books and make them
frightened of numbers! Get them doing pracCtiCal Stuff
which is all mathematicCal such as measuring, weighing etc.
They’ll have much more fun and learn much more.

PE

Our PE day this year will be on Wednesday. Children should
come to school in their PE kits on Wednesday with their
Sheepy hoodies. Please ensure that your child still has 2 pairs
Of shoes in school on PE day. They Cah wear their sChool shoes
in school.

Swimming

. All Year 3 and Year ¢ children will have a

weekly swimming lesson onh a Thursday morning.
PR The children will g0 by coach to Kingsbury

Swimming Pool. Children should come to
school in their sChool uniform , but should NOT wear
swimming Kits underneath uniform for hygiene reasons. Try to
enhsure they Canh easily dress themselves quiCKly; tights are
always triCKy for the girls after swimming, SO You may wish to




consider sending them in trousers oh cooler days, if You fee| it
will speed your child up.

Please ensure your child has a ShaCk to eat before we |eave
ahd we will be back for [unch. e will have a maths lesson in
the afternoon on a Thursday as we miss this for swimming.

Music

This year, we Will be having whole Class ensemble musiC lessons
onh a Friday afternoon. These lessons will be taught by
Leicestershire MusiC Service and ah external teacher,
Miss Gray, Will be coming ih to teach the cChildren
(and me!) how to play the ukulele. This will
hopefully end with a performance at
De Montfort Hall ih Leicester in the
summer term. More details about
these music lessons will follow.

Homework

Homework will be given out each Friday and is expected to be
handed in on the following IWednhesday. Children will receive
one piece of English homework and onhe piece of Maths
homework. The homework will be linked to something we have
been doing in Class. This homework should hot take more thah
30 minhutes and it is expected to be hanhded in on time. 1
appreciate that from time to time, they may struggle to
Complete it oh time, SO just drop us a hote inh their diary and
ask your Child to show us.




Children will self-mark their homework for the majority of
pieces Of work, SO they Cah see where they have gohe wrong or
hopefully, how well they have done! Please support your child
with their homework and give them help if they need it—but
don’t do it for them!

In addition to these pieces of homework, it is expected that
children should:

. Practise and learn any spellings they have been given.
. TRead 3% per week ahd record it in their diary.

. Practise their times tables.

This however, does hot mean Sitting down for hours everyday
to complete this! Times tables Can be practised in the Car or
onh an iPad. Homework Can be Completed at after SChool Club
if they are there. Reading Canh be part Of your bedtime
routine. e don’t set homework for the fun Of it...it is t0 help
your child learh.




Chacks ahd Drinhks

* Tt is essential that Cchildren have a drinks
bottle each day. All that learning and having
Fun can be thirsty work! Please label it!

* TRemember to send your Child a shaCk for
morning break. The fruit is only provided for
Key Stage 1, so the Children will not have
access to this ahd need a shaCk provided from
home. AS we promote healthy eating, we
prefer it to be a healthy snaCk. NO sweets please, but a
biscuit or similar is acceptable. We don’t want them to be
feeling hungry!




A few other things to remember!

*

Key Stage 2 are expected to Come into SChoo| on their
own ih the mornhing where they Can hang their things on
their pegs in Swaledale Cloakroom, ensure they have their
sChool shoes oh anhd put their drinks bottle into the tray
in the Classroom. There will theh be a morning activity
for them to get on with ih the Classroom.

Ensure they are on time to school! [,ateness Can be
stressful for Children and Cah have a hegative effeCt on
their learning in the day. The gate opens at 8.40am and
we take the register at 8.50am.

Remind them whether they are having sahdwiches or hot
dinners, so they Canh let us know when we do the register.
TRemember, they Can choose their dinher (Red, Green or
Yellow) in Key Stage 2, SO help them Choose at home while
they get used to the menu choices.

Clearly label all Of their clothes, shoes, drinks bottles etC
with their hame. ]t makes it easier for them (anhd us)!

Ensure your child always has 2 pairs of shoes at sChool.
gchool shoes for inside and trainhers for playtime and PE.
On PE days they can wear their sChool shoes inside. This
is especCially important to help us keep our Classroom Clean
anhd tidy! Qutdoor shoes Cah be placed in their shoe
drawer in their Cloakroom. Please bear in mind that
Velcro trainers and shoes are much easier for children if
they Can’t tie laces!



Finally, I would just like to say again that Mrs ReecCe and I are
[ooking forward to teaching your child this year. We really do
want the Children to be happy and we really do want them to

achieve the best they possibly Can.

If you have any concerns, please Write us a hote in their diaries,
Speak to us at the end Of the day Or make an appointment if it
is something that requires a little more time.

We're |ooking forward to a fabulous year ahead!

The Swaledale Team
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