Cotswold Class

Checklist of things needed each day

Diary and books

Named drink bottle and snack

Named coat

Indoor and outdoor shoes

Don't forget PE days are Monday and
Wednesday so children come to school in
their PE kit and school hoodies.

Please make sure everything is named so it
doesn't get lost.

Welcome to
Cotswold Class!

Mrs Mitchell, Mrs Pratt
and Miss Liggett.

Key Gtage 1: Year 1 and 2



We would like to welcome you to Cotswold Class for the hext
aCademic year. It is niCe to welcome some Children baCk into
the Class agaih as Year 2’s ahd to welcome all of the Year 1
Children who have moved from Portlanhd this year.

We will be working hard with your Children over the next year
and encouraging them to achieve the best they possibly Can
both in terms of the Curriculum and in their personal
development.

Mrs Mitchell and Mrs Pratt will be the Class teachers, Mrs
Mitchell works on a Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, Mrs
Pratt works oh a Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. Miss Ligget
is our full time Teaching Assistant.

We have put this little booklet together t0 hopefully provide
much of the information that you will need. [et us kKhow if

you find it useful and please come and see us if You have any
questions or things we have missed out!

Finally, we would just like to saY again that we are |0oking
forward to teacChing your child this year. e really do want
the children to be happy ahd to achieve the best they possibly
can.

If you have any concerns, please write us a hote in their
diaries, drop US a message Of Seesaw, Speak to us at the end of
the day or make an appointment if it is something that
requires a little more time.

We’re looking forward to a fabulous Year ahead!

The Cotswold Team




get on with on their tables.

Ensure they are on time to school! [ateness Can be
stressful for children and Cah have a hegative effect on
their learning in the day. We will be at the gate at 8:50am
t0 welcome the Children in eaCh day.

TRemind them whether they are having sahdwiches or hot
dinners, so they Cah let us khow when we do the register

Clearly label all of their clothes, shoes, drinks bottles etC
with their nhame. 1t makes it easier for them (ahd us)!

Ensure your child always has 2 pairs of shoes at school.
gchool shoes for inside and trainers for playtime and PE.
On PE days they Can either wear their sChool shoes inside
Or have a pair Of Cleah ‘indoor’ trainers. This is especCially
important to Keep our Carpets Clean! Qutdoor shoes Cah
be put oh the shoe rack in the Cloakroom. Please bear in
mind that VelCro trainers are a must unless your child can

tie their own [aces, we just don’t have time to be able to
tie everyone’s shoes. It leads to the Children becoming
frustrated and all of us missing precious break and
[lunchtime.

Reading

TReading is key to succeeding
as they say! Some children
will pick it up quickly, others | ~
will take more time. Qur aim =
is tO foster a love Of reading with all Children, whatever their
ability or interests. TAJe will endeavour to hear your child read
in SChoO| at least once a week, this Canh be ih a group or individ-
ually and will not always be recorded in diaries. We keep a rec-
ord of when children read ahd who to, SO we will try to ensure
they are heard as often as possible. During a reading session,
we listen to the children read and disCuss features Of the text
and ask them questions about their book. Tt is hot just fluen-
CY, but understanding of the text that we |00k at. AJe may ook
at phonicCs and punctuatioh in the text too.

We all have our own likes and dislikes, so if you find your child
is Stuck with a really long book that they are hot enjoying,
please let us Khow Via their diary and we will get them to swap
it.

Please bear with us during these first weeks as we get to Khow
the appropriate reading leve| for each child. Also, please do
nhot Compare Your Child to another child in Class. [et them
progress at their own rate! Tt iS hot g race to get through the
different reading levels and this Cah sometimes have a hegative
effect on their learning and enjoyment Of read-
ing.

Children are responsible £or Changing their




books once they have read them and an adult has written in
their diaries at home. They Can Change their books as SOOn as
theyve finished them—they just heed to place their diary and
books into the tray in Class, where a teacher will Check they
have been read and ask the Children to g0 and Choose hew
bOOKS.

How you can help at home:

* Hear your child read as often as possible at home. e
reward Children who have read at [east four times a week
at home. Please ensure that you let us know in their
diaries. This Can inClude things they've been reading at
home ahd doesn't always have to be their sChool reading
book.

* Don’t restrict them to just reading stories! [ et them
Choose from a Variety of genres inCluding hon-fiction and
poetry. COomiCs ahd magazines
are great for relucCtant readers.

* Let them see you reading!
TRecipes, instruction books,
newspapers, Sighposts, menus
etC. AsKthem to help you.

* Share a book. Children of all ag-
es enjoy being read to. Make it a
regular part Of your routine. Tt’s alsSO a Sreat Way for Chil-
dren to aCcCess books that may be a bit to0 triCKY tO read
on their own and gives them ah opportuhity to see how
you read, using punhCtuation, expression and enthusiasm!

PE Our PE days

this year will be on &w
Monday and

Wednesday.

Children should come to school in their PE Kits oh those days

with their Sheepy hoodies. Please ensure that your child still
has 2 pairs of shoes ih school on PE days.

Shacks and Drinks ‘>
* Tt is essential that Children have a drinks
bottle each day. All that learhing and hav- e

ing fun can be thirsty work!

% There is free fruit for Key Stage 1 chil-

dren still, but we have ho control over
what fruit we get! Some Children heed
a little more thah a small piece Of fruit
t0 Keep them going, SO You may wanht to
send them a shaCk for morning break.
AS we promote healthy eating, we pre-
fer it to be a healthy snack. NO sweets
please, but a biscuit or similar is acC-
ceptable.

A few other things to remember!

. Encourage the Children to Come into the Classroom on
their own in the morhing where they Can hang their things
on their pegs, put their drinks bottle into the tray and put
their diary into the reading tray if they need to Change
their books. There Will theh be ah activity for them to



er mastery and understanding of concepts and ideas. Inh fact,
this is how the Case with all areas of the curriculum.

How you can help at home:

%

Number bonds! Practise humber bonds with your child
(up t0 10 anhd up to 20 ). QuiCk recall of these numbers, eg
5+9 =14, rather thah having to count on to find the an-
swer, helps Children sighifiCantly. A great way to pass a
few minutes Of a Car journey! [et them test you too!

Encourage your child to help pay for small items at a Shop
€0 giVe them praCtiCal experience of using money.

Help them with learning to tell the time on ah ahalogue
clock.

Don’t sit with g l0ad of maths books and make them
frightened of nhumbers! Get them doing pracCtiCal StUuff
which is all mathematiCal such as measuring, weighing etc.
Theyll have much more fun and learn much more.

We will have mental maths tests every week. Help your
child practise for this
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* A trip to the library is great as You Cah see which type of
booKs they are drawh to.

* A list OF things you Canh ask your child about their book is
StUCK tO the baCk of their diary. Discussing the book is
just as important as hearing them read.

* Lastly, but most important Of all, make sure they don’t see
reading as a chore, but as something enjoyable.
Writing
Our literacCy lessons com-
bine reading, writing and
speaking and listening.
Your child will be given
handwriting lessons to
develop CorrecCt |etter formation. AS they become more Confi-
dent in Year 2 they will progress onto earhing a joined hahdwrit-
ing style.

When we talk about their writing however, we are hot just
talking about their handwriting style! The children will be
taught a Variety of sKills which will improve all aspects of
writing from content, text structure, spelling, punctuation anhd
Srammar. The Children will be taught the CorreCt terminology
for different word Classes, SO for example, we might say a
‘desCribing word’, but they will also be taught that it is Called
an adjective and so oh. The hew curriCulum puts more empha-
sis on spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG).



Qver the course of the year, we Will be [0Ok-
ing at a range of texts and the Children will
have regular writing sessions, inCluding a long-
er Writing session where they apply the skKills
they have learnt into some independent writ-
ing.

How you can help at home:

* Encourage children to hold their pencil
correctly.

* If your child struggles with handwriting, practise some
Fine motor sKillS in @ fuh way such as dot to dots.

* Let them type onto @ Computer or an iPad. Sometimes a
child who finds hanhdwriting difficult produces amazing
pieces Oof writing like this.

* AsK them to write your shopping list or a hote.

Rhanis

, Probably one of the things that we get
AL109 \

Phonics [ Spelling

asked about most at Parents’ Evening is

spellings! This year, the Year 2 Children
will have SPaG sessions which will be a consolidation of Phase 5
phoniCs and then progress onto Phase 6 and will also inClude
punctuation and grammar.

We may test them weekly or half termly and then send home
the spellings that your child needs to learn. TAJe will also let you
Khow which sounds or spelling patterns they have been |ooking
at each week.

How you can help at home:

* A list of phonics sounhds is stuck into your child’s diary.
This is useful to help with sounhding out words.

* If you’re desperate
t0 do spellings at
home, the first 100 @ %ﬁNg@
and then hext 200

high frequency words are a useful starting point and Cah
be easily found online.

* Use games such as Phonics Play ahd Teach Your Monster
t0 Read on the computer Or apps on tablets.

* pon’t expect every word to be spelt correctly!

Maths

We will have a daily maths lesson and the Curriculum gives us a
much greater focus on developing basiC humber skills. Tt is hot
about using the biggest humbers, but about having a sound
grasp Of those basiC humber skills. Qur
daily maths lessons will inClude mental
maths and we aim to make maths as
practiCal and as fun as we can. e will
be helping your Child with the recording
Of their maths too.

If your child is achieving well, rather
thah moving onh to the following Year group’s work we will en-
courage more in-depth and investigative work to allow a great-



